
may  25 ,  1917 – febr uar y  26 ,  2015

Memorial Tribute
purcell pavilion at the joyce center

university of notre dame    notre dame, indiana
march 4, 2015    7:30 p.m.



Welcome and Opening Remarks
rev. john i. jenkins, c.s.c.

President, University of Notre Dame

Emcee
anne thompson

NBC News Correspondent
Notre Dame Alumna, Trustee

Invocation
rev. thomas j. o’hara, c.s.c.

Provincial Superior
U.S. Province of the Congregation of Holy Cross

Musical Selections
prelude

“i’ve been born again”
“psalm 23”

“notre dame, our mother” (alma mater)
 

Performed by: Notre Dame Symphony Orchestra, Notre Dame Concert Band,  
Notre Dame Folk Choir, Coro Primavera, Voices of Faith, Notre Dame Chorale,  

Notre Dame Glee Club, Notre Dame Women’s Liturgical Choir, Notre Dame Liturgical Choir, 
Basilica Schola Cantorum, and Notre Dame Celebration Choir 

1943	 Ordained a priest in the Congregation of Holy Cross  
	 at Sacred Heart Church, later renamed the Basilica of  
	 the Sacred Heart, at Notre Dame.

1945	 Served as chaplain to the WWII veterans and taught  
	 religion courses at Notre Dame.

1949	 Appointed executive vice president of Notre Dame by  
	 President Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, C.S.C.

1952	 Appointed president of the University of Notre Dame.
	
1953	 Created the Distinguished Professors Program to attract  
	 top scholars to Notre Dame.

1954	 Appointed by President Eisenhower to the National  
	 Science Board.

1956	 Served (until 1970) as the permanent Vatican representative  
	 to the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna.

1957	 Chosen by President Eisenhower as a charter member  
	 of the Civil Rights Commission.

1964	 Awarded the Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 		
	 honor, by President Johnson.

1964	 Joined hands with Martin Luther King Jr. in support  
	 for civil rights during a rally in Chicago. 

1967	 Turned governance of the University over to a two-tiered,  
	 mixed board of lay and religious trustees and fellows.

1967	 Called for more diversity in the University’s workforce,  
	 seeking an equal proportion to the African-American  
	 population in South Bend.

F A T H E R  H E S B U R G H  T H R O U G H  T H E  Y E A R S



1968	 Appointed by Pope Paul VI as head of the Vatican  
	 representatives attending the 20th anniversary of the  
	 United Nations’ human rights declaration in Tehran, Iran.

1972	 Admitted undergraduate women to the University.

1972	 Organized the establishment of the Tantur Institute  
	 for Ecumenical Studies in Jerusalem, at the request of  
	 Pope Paul VI.

1974	 Appointed by Pope Paul VI as a member of the Holy  
	 See’s U.N. delegation.

1983	 Appointed to the Pontifical Council for Culture by  
	 Pope John Paul II.

1987	 Stepped down as president of the University of  
	 Notre Dame after a 35-year tenure.

1990	 Authored a best-selling autobiography, God, Country,  
	 Notre Dame.

1994	 Chaired the Harvard University Board of Overseers.

2000	 Awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, the first  
	 person from higher education to receive the honor.

2004	 Named the first recipient of the NCAA’s Gerald R.  
	 Ford Award for leadership in intercollegiate athletics.

Recipient of 150 honorary degrees, the most awarded to one person.
 
Sixteen presidential appointments involving most major social issues 
of his time, including civil rights, peaceful uses of atomic energy, 
campus unrest, Third World development, and immigration reform.

Distinguished Guest Speakers
Reflections on Father Hesburgh’s contributions to higher education,  

Notre Dame, the Catholic Church, our nation, and the world.

honorable mike pence
Governor of Indiana

dr. william bowen
President Emeritus, Princeton University

honorable joe donnelly
United States Senator, Indiana

rev. paul doyle, c.s.c.
Rector, Dillon Hall
mr. lou holtz

Former Notre Dame Football Coach
his eminence theodore cardinal mccarrick

Archbishop Emeritus of Washington, D.C.
honorable harris l. wofford

Former United States Senator, Pennsylvania
mr. martin w. rodgers

Trustee, University of Notre Dame
honorable alan k. simpson

Former United States Senator, Wyoming
dr. condoleezza rice

Former United States Secretary of State
honorable rosalynn carter

Former First Lady of the United States
honorable jimmy carter

Former President of the United States

Benediction
rev. richard v. warner, c.s.c.

Superior General, Congregation of Holy Cross

irish blessing
“notre dame, our mother” (alma mater)




